The Coming Civilization
figure of Christ still stands out distinctly. Th
original must be all the more striking to have sui
vived this treatment.
The Significance of Christ's Example
But you may reply that although you recogniz
the value of Christ as a moral example and ar
prepared to accept His ethical standard, you canno
possibly bring yourself to believe that He possesse
any divine claim.
If you say this, I suspect that there may be
misunderstanding in your mind as to what thi
divine claim involves. Let us see where we hav
arrived at this stage of our inquiry. We came to th
conclusion in the last chapter that theism is a mor
probable explanation of creation than any of it
alternatives: that is to say, that the universe suggest
there is an Intelligent and Good God, outside an*
yet related to the material world. If there is such
God, we should expect to discover some manifests
tion of His presence. What form should we expec
this manifestation to take?
We have answered this question already, for w
have agreed that the qualities of intelligence arn
goodness and truth are the sign-posts which poir
the direction to God. We should therefore expec
to find that, if God is not entirely hidden in th
clouds, these are the first signs by which we shoul
know Him. Those signs are what impressed th
contemporaries of Christ in the first instance. Chris
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